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Abstract
Emigration and rural abandonment was a phenomenon that heavily characterized the demographic map of Greece during the 20th century. Τhis phenomenon occurred in a more acute way in the mountainous zone of the country such as the region of Pindos mountain range which was practically completely abandoned. This process apart from the socioeconomic consequences had a spectacular influence upon the natural environment and especially landscapes. Following the decrease and finally absence of intensive as well as extensive human activities, natural resources have entered a feedback evolutional process with natural reforestation and forest structural recovery of large mountainous areas as the major features. During the last two decades the growing scientific interest upon the fate of rare and endangered species of large mammals in the country, has led to the conclusion that model and emblematic species such as the brown bear, show a parallel recovery of their distributional range over the same areas. Especially in Pindos mountains, brown bear distributional range recovery and expansion, southwards and eastwards, seems to be a recently established fact. The present paper attempts to illustrate and compare over time trends of forest recovery, human demography and the subsequent geographical status modification of a mainly forest species such as the brown bear.  
